AN   EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

hither sufficient commission for the conclusion of such things
as shall be agreed upon between us, in which case he shall find
as friendly a conformity in us, to all things reasonable and
honourable, as he hath pretended an earnest zeal towards the
same. In which case of his conformity to come to reason and
to send such commission, it shall be most convenient, consider-
ing the distance between us and Spain, that he send absolute
power to the Lady Regent to resolve and conclude in all things
that may touch those purposes, or the renovation or increase
of our amities, or any of them; unless he will wholly trust these
men in that behalf, giving them sufficient commission and
power also, which they have ever lacked, to conclude in the
same; or else we cannot think he meaneth uprightly, as one
good friend should to another: for it were time for us to know
whereunto to trust, and not thus to delay the wealth of our
realm in hearkening always and not concluding.

It is an interesting document, admirably concise, temper-
ately worded, entirely to the point, and characteristically
' foreign office ' in its tone. It provides also a good example of
a typical royal .marriage bargaining in the sixteenth century.
The following extract from another letter of slightly later date
amplifies one or two of its points in an interesting manner.

vi.To SIR THOMAS. WYATT

(fol 70.)                                                               [June, 1537.]

. . . The first is, the condition of aid that is joined to the
overture of the Duchy, extending as well to all wars offensives,
as to defence; which hath in it no manner of egality, considering
the present state of both princes, with the compass and limits of
either their dominions, and scite with the standing of the same.
For the King's Majesty is in peace with all men, the Emperor is
already in,war; many of his dominions join so upon France and
firm land with other Princes, or be so inhabited by men that
after a sort claim a large title, that he is very like to have con-
tinual war either with his open enemies, or with some of them
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